REPORT ON THE UN-HABITAT-AGFE MISSION

(Rome, Italy 15-19 February 2005)

Introductory note

The present report is an executive extract of the full report and annexes, available upon request at UN - AGFE. 

1.
Background and justification of the situation of the AGFE mission

1.1.
The UN-HABITAT-AGFE mission in Italy arises from:  

· The dossier on Eviction Emergency in Italy (involving over 200.000 families) presented by the IAI to AGFE (August 2004)  

· The dossier on the violations of housing rights presented by the Unione Inquilini (Tenants Union), IAI and COHRE (October 2004) at the 33rd Session of the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

· The recommendations to the Italian government issued by the same Committee (November 2004)  

· The informal meeting of the AGFE members during the WSF 2005 (Porto Alegre, 26/1/05)  

· An invitation by the Municipal Administration of the City of Rome and the Unione Inquilini to visit the city and attend a series of meetings (February 1st 2005)  

The mission was composed of four persons

	Name
	Representing
	Function

	Cesare Ottolini
	(AGFE) International Alliance of Inhabitants (Italy)
	Coordinator mission

	Bernard Birsinger
	Mayor (Bobigny, France)
	exchanges of experiences 

Free eviction zones, Housing public services

	Olivier Valentin
	Expert on housing policies (Anti-eviction National coordination, France)
	exchanges of experiences 

Free eviction zones, Housing public services

	Jackie Leavitt
	(AGFE) Huairou Commission (USA)
	exchanges of experiences

Security of tenure for women


1.2 . 
Estimated number of families affected in Italy. 

Tab. 1 - Evictions Procedures in real estate for housing purpose (1983-2002) 

	Type of procedure
	1983-2002
	annual mean
	2002

	evictions carried out
	1,503,846
	75,192
	38,591

	evictions carried out with court officer

	365,956
	18,298
	19,310

	Requests to carry out
	1,504,384
	75,219
	86,288


Considering that the major part of the evictions is related to the private lease sector, which amounts to 2,915,362 families, the experience of eviction has befallen on 1,503,846 families, equivalent to 51.60% of the families in lease. A total of 365,956 families, that is 12.55% of the total, has undergone the ordeal of an eviction with the police.

It must also be underlined that the data furnished by the Minister of Interior stop at the year 2002 and regard only the legal procedures. The data for the years 2003 and 2004 are lacking. However, in this period more than 170,000 new procedures of evictions have presumably been initiated, not to mention the numerous evictions carried out illegally or out of the courts jurisdiction. Just to give an example, while the Minister of Internal affairs has deemed that there are 600 evictions pending in Florence, actually these result to be about 6,000
.

According to a study carried out by the SUNIA on a sample of over 11,000 lease relationships the average rent is 1,025 Euros per month. Comparing the values of the rent with the income levels considered, it emerges that in general the burden level is extremely high for the middle to low income classes (up to 22,500 Euros per year). For example, the families with a yearly income of 7,500.00 Euros pay 81% of the latter for a mini apartment and up to 185% for a 4-room apartment. In contrast to these extremes, a family that has available 22.500,00 Euros per year spends on the average from 27% to rent a mini apartment to 62% for a 4-room shelter.

Two other types of evictions, which are not possible to find in the official statistics but are known thanks to the newspaper articles and to the activity of support organisations, need to be added:

· The evictions form shelters sold in auctions due mortgage default, debts, bankruptcy or other reasons. These evictions are increasing in view of the economic crisis and the precariousness of labour. It deals with around 200.000 families in Italy, that are suffering the consequences of around 9.000 failures with a value of around 15 million of euro
. Among these families, around 130.000 they succeed in repurchasing their house that they already paid, while the remaining 70.000 lose it, becoming tenants of the banks or being evicted.

· Evictions from illegally occupied real estate by the homeless, in general immigrants, nomads or poor. Some times the evictions of the foreigners lead to the extreme consequence of forced deporting to their original countries. See for example the card on the eviction of via Adda (Milan)
. The risk of illegal occupation evictions concerns tens of thousands of families: in Milan the illegal occupations of public housing are 2,650 (4.45% of the total public shelters), in Rome 9,040 (13,79%), in Naples 7,000 (32,71%), etc. Along with these cases one must add the real estate destined to other uses, occupied after being abandoned (factories, deposits etc.).

1.3.
Background on Rome

Rome, the capital city of Italy, has a population of more than 2,600,000 persons and more than 3,800,000 in the entire province. Between 1991 and 2001, the population of the city diminished by around 350,000 inhabitants, for the greater part because of evictions and the dramatic increase in prices of real estate.

Here are the details received on the housing crisis in Rome: according to the data supplied by the Ministry of Interior between 1983 and the 2003 (date of last completely available data) it turns out that 212,473 evictions have been requested, of which 66,112 were executed with the assistance of the police. Taking into consideration that 1,400,000 families lives in Rome, 15% have suffered from this experience whereas 5% have been evicted by public order. In other words, around 500,000 have had to defend their security of housing tenure before a tribunal, and around 150,000 have suffered eviction. 

Tab. 2 - Actions for eviction from residential real estate property

Rome 1983-2004

	Actions issued
	1983-2003
	2003
	2004 
	Total

	Evictions carried out
	208,386
	4,087
	Not available
	212,473

	Requests to carry out
	393,972
	11,171
	Not available
	405,143

	Evictions carried out with court officer
	61,353
	2,648
	2,111

(data from Prefecture)
	66,112


Here is the data provided by the Rome Municipal Administration:

· Families with enforced eviction: 1,600 (20% elderly people and 5% migrants)

· Families with a final judgement: 3,129 (20% elderly people and 5% migrants)

· Families without a fixed residence or living in shelters: 273

· Co-habiting or overcrowded families: 21,000

· Families live in temporary shelters: 496

· Evicted families who received rent assistance from the Municipal administration: 1,500

· Families on waiting list for low income housing: 26,500

· Families on waiting list for rent assistance from the Municipal administration: 17,000 (27% elderly people and disabled, 16% migrants), of which only 10,000 beneficiaries

· Housing belonging to the Municipal administration illegally occupied: 2,600

In addition, according to various sources, there are around 10,000 migrants, political refugees seekers, homeless or badly housed (squatters, occupants, residing under bridges, etc.) people.

In order to face this situation, the Rome Municipal administration has provided approximately 26,900 dwellings, of which 3,000 on agreement with private owners. Since this is definitely insufficient, the Municipal administration estimates that 26,000 more dwellings are necessary, most of them should be publicly owned.

2. 
Objectives of the UN-HABITAT-AGFE mission: 

· To assess the situation in relation to housing rights violations, with particular reference to security of tenure.  

· To foster the international exchange of good practices for security of tenure  

· To favour the draft of a local, national and European Plan of Action for security of tenure  

· To establish an agenda for the monitoring of the Plan of action 

· To prepare the ground for a mission leading on the security of tenure to national level (2005)

3. 
Activities developed by the mission 

Three types of activities were developed during the mission: a) meetings with organizations and institutions, b) Visits to communities c) two press conferences, the first one to present the mission and the second to expose the results   

3.1.
Meetings with institutions and organizations (see full list in annex)

· The Municipal Administration of the City of Rome

· The Districts (municipi) of Rome 

· The associations supporting the evicted and the homeless (S. Egidio, Caritas, Emmaus, etc.)   

· The civil community (trade and tenants’ unions, inhabitants' associations threatened with eviction)   

· The housing offices of the Italian municipalities where housing emergencies occur (coordinated by the ANCI)   

· The Prefecture of Rome  

3.2.
Visits to communities

“The mission covered diverse forms of squatting and living conditions. By far, the most obvious example of unsafe and unsound housing was in the Roma camp in vicolo Salvini. The idea that housing should be safe, be equipped with sanitary facilities, and provide a sense of security does not apply to this camp which residents compared to a concentration camp. The camp was divided into three sections and in addition to two temporary toilets inside the entrance, the two collective bathroom structures were not working and at least one had not been for a year. The unpaved paths into the camp were strewn with garbage and standing water. The amazing fortitude of the people living there was reflected in the care of their clothes and personal hygiene although the effort has to be tremendous and one in which the women bear a heavy share. No areas are available for small children to play with other than outside the caravans. The chilly winters mean that people build wood-burning stoves inside their caravans and this has led to fires; during the past years the people with whom we talked reported that about 30 fires had occurred and children as well as adults were victims. Many of the windows in the caravans were plastered with paper that is a poor replacement for windows. In the rear part of the camp where we were told the poorest people lived, two collective water troughs are constantly running. The noise interrupts sleep. We were also told about sores that appear and are probably traceable to the poor sanitary facilities and conditions under which people live. Garbage is collected in shopping carts and once a week, brought to the dumpsters immediately outside the camps. Another festering problem lies in the lack of documents and especially for youth who turn 13 and have no recourse to further schooling or finding a job because of the lack of documents. 

In the squats, safety problems also exist. Because we did not get to any of the apartments, it is difficult to draw conclusions about the adequacy of the space but the nature of squatting is such that women’s work is an uphill battle. Squats are at best a temporary solution but for the Eritrean community with whom we met, some expressed the idea that they were better off living on the streets. The fact remains that squatting carries with it dangers to personal security. Buildings may be damp, especially in winter and not have adequate heating or lighting. Lack of lighting in a neighborhood is considered a major reason for women reporting feeling unsafe when safety audits are conducted. In the buildings we visited for the mission, entrances and hallways were not well lit although this may be intentional in order to save money. 

Another issue is the palpable stress women, as well as men, exhibited in cases where rents have increasingly risen and in situations where people have lost ownership because of bank and insurance irregularities. Elderly women, on fixed pensions, may find this particularly unsettling having thought that they would be able to sustain themselves on a husband’s pension. 

A final word should be said about the roles women played among the different groups that we visited. Taking into consideration the cultural norms, in some instances, no or few women spoke. This was most apparent at the (fill in) municipality and when visiting with the Eritreans. It is hard to draw conclusions from this insofar as separate meetings with women were not set up. The Eritrean women, for example, are able to partake of medical services regarding pregnancy and visits are made to the building. In the case of the Roma camp, one woman in particular was involved with the design of the buildings and community that were taken over and rehabilitated. Additionally, it should be noted that women in the voluntary sector were vocal and in some cases, speaking about people who were men (Emmaus for example). Similarly, Action includes powerful women leaders”.

3.3.
Summary of meeting with key Institutions

The main meeting was with the Municipal Administration of Rome. The representative considered that the situation has worsened in 2004, mainly because of:

· Law number 209/04: this law has deferred till March 31 2005 the dates of the enforcement of evictions for only 13% of the evictions, has removed around 105 million euro from the national Fund meant to assist in rents, with a cut of approximately 5,000 checks only in Rome

· The way housing of suppliers agencies are mapped and the privatisation of property of other agencies (insurances, banks etc.)

· The effects of decentralisation of authority over housing to the regions without the necessary state financial backing

· The increase in price of rent and sale of real estate property influenced by low banking rates and residential insecurity

· The flows of migration to the capital city, influenced by globalisation, without the state or the European Union shouldering part of the responsibility.

The administrators of the Municipal administration:

· Committed themselves to a joint declaration 

· Asked UN-HABITAT-AGFE to support the proposal to create a European Fund for Housing assistance for migrants

4. 
Outputs or results or outcomes

4.1.
Signature of a common final statement Municipality of Rome – UN-HABITAT-AGFE mission

Participants:

· UN-HABITAT-AGFE delegation members

· Nicola Galloro, delegate of the Mayor for the housing emergency

· Claudio Minnelli, responsible for municipal housing policies

· Associations and social movements support the right to housing

Around 50 persons were present for this meeting. A summing up of the results of the mission was held and the next steps identified. All the persons present agreed on the importance of the mission to channel the city’s interest towards the situation on evictions; that this should be considered as a problem capable of being solved with a localised action plan coordinated at an national and European level, and based on the respect to Article 11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Minelli emphasised the role of the Municipal Administration, confirming its commitment to render “Rome free from evictions” with a “Zero evictions” action plan which will deliberately allow for:

· With immediate effect: properties freely obtained from owners, between 10% and 20% of those constructed in exchange for development permits: between 8,000 and 10,000

· With immediate effect: public properties self rehabilitated through public funding: between 100 and 200

Within 2005: properties obtained from providing agencies: between 400 and 1,000

· Within 2007: properties obtained from a change in destination of the land use: around 8,000 out of which 1,000 with social rents, around 3,000 with an agreed minimum rent, around 4,000 with monthly pay-outs of around 300 euro

· Within 2008: properties from an extraordinary public residential building plan by the Municipal Administration: around 6,000

Pasquini remarked that the mission was an actual occasion where associations and movements otherwise not in contact with each other started to communicate. This will have a large ripple effect. Hence, he proposed, in agreement with the associations present, the drafting of a common and independent position to guarantee the respect towards housing rights through the setting up of a “Coordination Rome free from evictions” to monitor the commitments and to initiate campaigns.

Birsinger reflected that from the meeting and visits one can see that the divisions and inequalities that are growing in society, while previously limited to the poor now reach the middle class too. Since this is the result of the market, public authorities should intervene with an action plan for zero evictions at a local, national and European level. The great dignity and courage of those who fight in favour of a right to housing should encourage new legal instruments aimed at there being no more evictions without adequate relocation.  In particular, since it is an across-frontiers matter, he confirmed the availability of his local council towards an exchange of experiences and twinning with other local councils and municipalities.

Ottolini first thanked the Rome Municipal Administration for the opportunity. He then confirmed that the housing crisis seen in Rome was not very different from that found in other big Italian and European cities. Hence, he reminded those present of the proposal for a common initiative between the social actors and institutions to obtain a social European directive that bans evictions without adequate relocation and, at the same time, to block the Bolkenstein directive on the liberalisation of public services of general interest.

At the end, in order that all the parts are committed in reaching the objective, the representatives of the Rome Municipal Administration and the participants to the UN-HABITAT-AGFE mission have agreed that there exist the conditions to favour a Rome free from evictions. Hence, they decided to sign a joint final Declaration (see enclosed attachments).

4.3.
Mains results obtained

4.3.1. The UN-HABITAT-AGFE in Rome in numbers:

· Met with around 4,000 people and around 50 associations, institutions and movements

· Published more than 100 articles in daily or periodical local, national and international press

· Published more than 400 pages on Internet

· Took part in 20 interviews to radio and tv

4.3.2. The mission achieved numerous results:

· Directed the attention of all the city towards the housing crisis

· Favoured for the first time the meeting of social parties and institutions directing their attention on the need to use the right to housing as the basis for new housing policies

· The commitment (not official, but actual) of the Prefecture for a period of 12 months to delay evictions and evacuations

· The commitment of the Prefecture to organised within 2005 a training course on article 11 of ICESCR for magistrates, workers in the sector and associations with the possible help of the UN-Habitat experts

· The commitment of the Prefecture and the Rome municipality to regularise the occupation of real estate or to find alternative accommodation agreed with the inhabitants starting from the shelter accommodation for refugees Nazznet.

· The commitment of the Prefecture and the Rome municipality to coordinate better the exchange of information on the housing crisis in order to smoothen the transfer from house to house.

· The availability of the III, X and XI Municipalities to issue legal ordinances to requisition vacant properties or properties whose occupants have been asked to evacuate the properties

· The signing of a joint declaration between the UN-HABITAT-AGFE delegation and the Rome municipality to achieve a zero eviction plan at a local level coordinated at a national and European level, and periodically monitored (see attached)

· The commitment of the associations acting in the defence of evictees and homeless and of social movements to establish a “Coordination Rome free from evictions” (see attached)

· A motion of support has been presented be political parties to the Italian parliament (see attached)

5.
Issues and lessons learned

5.1. Positive aspects

• The preparation of the mission by the International Alliance of Inhabitants and the Italian Tenants Union (Unione Inquilini), allowed to optimize the timings and the relations with both the Rome Municipality and the networks of citizens associations. 

• The mission attracted the attention of the media and amplified the effect of each individual visit and event.

• The presence of mission members from France and the United States delegates widened the horizons and favoured the identification of interesting policies.

5.2. Some difficulties 

· A lack of time to meet all the institutions and organisations that had asked for a meeting

· The non-availability of the Italian Central Government, such as the Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Interior Affairs, Ministry of Infrastructure and Ministry of Welfare to meet with the delegation members. 

6. 
Follow up activities

6.1.
Reports

The participants of the UN-HABITAT-AGFE mission are committed to draft documents to extend the internal and external debate to AGFE:

· Ottolini: Report on the UN-HABITAT-AGFE mission in Rome

· Birsinger: Report on the proposal for international twinning/exchange of experiences between local authorities and associations on winning practices in favour of security of housing tenure

· Olivier Valentin: Report on the role of the associations and networks of inhabitants in the fight against evictions, and to favour exchanges on international experiences

· Jackie Leavitt: Report in support of the role played by women in initiatives against evictions in rich countries, and to favour exchanges on international experiences

6.2.
Follow up on gender issues

“Upon returning to the United States, and having been informed of a women in development group, I have identified a list of Women’s Organizations in Italy. A number of them are in Rome, including: Italian Women’s Center, Migrant Women’s Network in Italy, and the Italian Association for Women in Development (AIDOS). The Italian Women’s Center is identified as “contributing to the development of civic mindedness of individuals and to community develop” and includes stimulating “local communities to increase their own development, and promotes cultural and social services in general. ”AIDOS is a non-governmental non-profit that was started in 1981 for the express purpose of carrying out the goals of the UN Decade for women. Its emphasis is on NGOs in developing countries however in areas of reproductive health, micro and small enterprises, and capacity building of women’s organizations and institutions. Other groups may exist whose interest lies in housing and community development or particular aspects of it. 

Some reports are available that address women’s issues in Italy. Antonio Tosi, for example, has written on women as part of the new homeless poor. Other reports are available through the United Nations. 

Finally, in its work the Huairou Commission has helped facilitate horizontal exchanges where women inform other women of strategies regarding community development. Examples exist of best practices where women leaders are in the forefront. These include examples of rebuilding and development after natural and manmade disasters, local governance, and campaigning for secure tenure. One project has been the Grassroots International Women’s Academy (GWIA) in which women are both students and teachers in an international exchange of models and ideas for community development. 

While a network of stakeholders was clearly evident in the mission and women were part of it, focus on housing as a human right does not in and of itself explicitly make visible women’s voices. Without further consultation with women, it is plausible to explain their needs but is only a first step in identifying the issues and acting on a strategy. This is not surprising given the past history of social movements in which as I have noted in one article about the state of U.S. housing, labor, and women’s movement, there is a struggle to struggle together (Leavitt). Housing as a human right is a powerful organizing tool; it is essential that women’s contribution to this call is identified. Women bring a particular understanding of community and the (re)-integration into the collective nature of social life”. 

6.3. Exchange Program

UN-HABITAT-AGFE mission offered the possibility to promote exchange programmes with other Italians local councils and international networks to develop good practices. The Municipality of Bobigny proposed an exchange on “territories free from evictions” and on setting up a national housing public service, whereas the member from the Huairou Commission proposed exchanges on security of housing tenure, with particular emphasis on women and children. Special attention should be given to North-North exchanges, given their specificities. 
7. 
Recommendations

The delegates recommend to the Convenor and to UN-Habitat to

7.1.
Global level

· To organise a session of AGFE to discuss the reports from the missions done (Rome, S. Domingo, Accra, Curitiba) in order to understand better the potentials and difficulties in this type of initiatives.

· To inform all the levels of UN-Habitat on the results achieved

· To provide members in a mission with the necessary tools to be able to provide continuity (monitoring, implementation, enlargement)

· To provide the members of the UN-HABITAT-AGFE with a status that can allow them to intervene properly, to be able to verify and propose reconciliation meetings between parties, even outside the official parameters of the mission, in situations of grave threats to security of housing tenure.

7.2.
Italian and European level:

· To support the independent monitoring and implementation of the commitments assumed by the Rome municipality in the final Joint Declaration

· To favour the exchanges between associations and movements at an international level

· To check the possibility of organising a mission at national level in Italy (Milan, Florence, Naples, etc.) within 2005

· To check the possibility of organising a mission at a European level (France, Germany, Spain, Poland, etc.) within 2005

· To support the organisation of training courses on the right to housing to be organised by the Rome Prefecture during 2005.

8.
Annexes 

· Common final statement between Municipality of Rome – UN-HABITAT-AGFE mission

· Motion of the III Municipality

· Motion of the X Muncipality

· Motion of the XI Municipality

· Motion presented to the Italian Parliament

· Request for a  UN-HABITAT-AGFE “Fact Finding Mission” in Milan (Italy)

· Press release

· Pictures of the mission and of the situation. 

http://espanol.pg.photos.yahoo.com/ph/julianathoscaggiano/slideshow?.dir=/d762&.src=ph&.tok=phMz2kCBg4hffYXm 
· File with proposals and claims made by associations

· File with political proposals for housing CGIL-CISL-UIL-SUNIA-SICET-UNIAT

· Observations and proposals on the housing crisis by ANCI-AGCI-Federlazio-Lega delle Cooperative

· Persons met and contacts

COMMON FINAL STATEMENT BETWEEN 

MUNICIPALITY OF ROME – UN-HABITAT-AGFE MISSION

The municipality of Rome and the UN-HABITAT-AGFE representatives, at the end of the visit of February 16th through 19th, 2005, agreed that the investigation and evaluation work of housing emergency in the city was very important. 
The UN-HABITAT-AGFE mission met with several associations and institutions, received documentation and proposals, and observed conditions first-hand. 
Among these organisations were Emmaus Rome, Casa dei Diritti Sociali-Focus, Caritas, Comunità S. Egidio, Unione Inquilini, Action, Conafi, tenants’ committees as well as people undergoing privatisation processes and or been evicted, immigrants (Rom, etc.), and refugees. At his request, the mission met with the Prefecture (Interior minister’s local authority), the ANCI’s (National Association of Italian Municipalities) Consulta Casa (ANCI’s housing committee) and trade unions invited by ANCI itself.
The situation revealed is characterised by an alarming number of families under the process of eviction (immediate or future), among which are elders and handicapped people, homeless families or those living in hospitality centres, people living together with other families or in a situation of overcrowding, people still living in residences who survive on monthly social financial support because of severe housing conditions, evicted people, and thousand of people living in emergency shelters.
The number of evictions, already high, appears to be growing, especially because those caused by unpaid rents and inadequate social protection through the State’s selling of its own housing public stock.
On the 31st of March 2005, the eviction delay period in favour of the most in poor condition families will expire. The facts show the absolute ineffectiveness of this Government regulation. It has insufficient funding and clearly reflects the Central Government withdrawal from his responsibility through the handing over of the crucial problems encountered to the municipal government sphere. 
The root causes of this situation are the combined effect of the exponential growth of housing costs and consequent rise in rental prices, the progressive elimination of social housing for rent because of privatisation and selling off the biggest social housing properties (i.e., owned by insurances, etc.), by the absence of any national and European community institutional system in the form of financial support to help address migratory flows and by the continual absence of a national housing policy. 
This emergency in the Rome housing situation has many common elements with the crisis in other Italian and European towns.

We found that important structural interventions are needed for supporting the housing offer to that segment of the “poor” that has an absolute need for huge public support, and to make available rental housing for medium-low and low-income families who are also in need.
We found that it is unacceptable to decrease housing “vouchers” that have benefited thousand of families by helping sustain rental costs.
We found that the current political-administrative direction followed by the municipal authority is correct, dedicating an important share of their own resources to an intervention based on a diversified policy toward the different segments of the affected populations and in particular to augment the availability of rental housing in accordance with agreed/ social/convention of monthly rates.
We found that the Rome municipality Council is discussing, through a thoroughly participatory method, an important legal provision identifying several elements characterising Rome’s housing emergency along with the administrative acts needed to deal with them.
We decided that it is necessary to encourage general awareness at a national and international level, that the loss of your house or the inability to have housing threatens the right to life itself. This makes assistance from public institutions an obligation and a way to promote solidarity from everyone.
We pointed out the importance of the International Covenant for Economical, Social and Cultural rights ratified by Italy that, in art. 11, says that "The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions. The States Parties will take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of this right”.
We found that it is necessary to promote an “action plan for zero evictions” based on the right to housing as a right to life at a local, national and European level. 

We found agreement over the programmatic proposal already included in the deliberation over housing policies in the Rome area and adopted by the municipality government and during the discussion in the municipality Council to declare Rome “evictions-free territory”. 
We found agreement on the necessity to demand at the European Community level the creation of a housing support fund to help meet the need arising from people who make up international migratory flows.
We found agreement on the necessity to realise in coordination with ANCI a confrontation with the representatives of the European Commission and Parliament to promote new legislation with the objective to guarantee social rights, in particular referring to housing rights and adequate structural funding for the achievement of this objective.
Finally, we decided to renew the invitation to UN-HABITAT-AGFE mission for periodic monitoring of the housing situation. The municipality of Rome will be present at international initiatives that this mission will promote and with the participation of those towns having severe housing problems. 
The UN-HABITAT-AGFE delegation appreciates the engagement of all interested parties to find and propose solutions to the housing crisis and will report the results of this mission to the next UN-HABITAT-AGFE meeting in order to follow-up concretely. This will be carried out with respect to autonomy of all organizations and individuals concerned.
The Municipality of Rome
Claudio Minnelli, responsible for housing policy
Nicola Galloro, mayor’s delegate for housing emergency

UN-HABITAT-AGFE mission
Cesare Ottolini, International Alliance of Inhabitants
Bernard Birsinger, Mayor of Bobigny (France)
Jacqueline Leavitt, Huairou Commission (USA)
Olivier Valentin, Antieviction coordination (France)
Rome, February 19th, 2005
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� These are the latest official data (March 2004) � HYPERLINK "http://pers.mininterno.it/dcds/" ��http://pers.mininterno.it/dcds/�
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